ACE Weekly Report : 9/16/99

Spacecraft Activities:
- All spacecraft subsystems are performing nominally.

Maneuver Activities

Successfully completed 31 pulse attitude maneuver on 9/9/99.  The next attitude maneuver is scheduled for 9/17/99. The next stationkeeping maneuver is scheduled for 10/05/99 which will include a spin maneuver as well. The pass length for this day must be renegotiated as it may not be long enough for all activities currently planned.

 Instrument Activities 

- 9/10/99 - Executed OCR SEP-055 to calibrate 2kc voltage.  This was a calibration of the 2kc setting and fan 3 proportional counter response at 13 Torr - OCR classified as routine. The SEPICA instrument has automatic gas regulation disabled due to failure of 2 out of the 3 valves used in the regulation. However, when the pressure rises above approximately 10 Torr, the instrument can still perform science by calibrating the settings at that voltage. With more frequent changes in pressure, more calibrations are needed.

- 9/12/99 - SEPICA Fan 3 calibration (OCR SEP-055).

- 9/13/99 - SWEPAM weekly calibrations performed successfully. SEPICA Fan 3 calibration (OCR SEP-056) performed

- 9/14/99 - SEPICA Fan 3 calibration (OCR SEP-057).

- 9/15/99 - SEPICA Fan 3 calibration (OCR SEP-058). Note: The FOT is working with the instrumenter to develop a TSTOL procedure which will semi-automate these calibrations. This will be safer and will reduce the amount of paperwork required (generating an OCR).

Anomalies

- 9/9/99 - Experienced frequent VC2 frame drops for third time in week using station D66.  Contacted JPL Ops chief to report problem.  JPL comm is presently looking into data problem.  Successfully redumped all relative slices from SSR.

- 9/10/99 - Problem with frequent VC2 frame drops resolved by resetting the Link2 Mux at JPL.   JPL opened DR# N51779.

